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Canada : Dancer Transition Resource Center

France : Centre National de la Danse

Germany : Stiftung TANZ — Transition Center Germany

Korea : DCD Center Korea

Netherlands : Omscholing Dansers Nederland

Switzerland : Association pour la Reconversion des Danseurs Professionnels (RDP).

United Kingdom : Dancer's Career Development

United States : Career Transition For Dancers
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OMSCHOLING DANSERS NEDERLAND

Paul Bronkhorst

First of all | would like to thank the Dancer Career Development Center for the
invitation to speak at this seminar. It is a great honor to be here and have the
opportunity to explain what program has been developed in our country to

support dancers who have reached the end of their performing career.

It's one of the few things in life that a dancer can be sure of, the knowledge
that a performing career of a dancer is short lived. Unlike the majority of other
professions a dancers career is limited in time. Due to the high level of
professional dance, both artistically as well as technically and hence the
demands that dancers have to meet, it is not a profession that lasts forever. At
an age where in other professions careers are just taking off, a dancer has to
face the necessity of a career change and togive a new direction to his or her

life. It is probably the biggest jump, the grandest jeté, a dancer will ever make.

The position of dancers is quite unique in this matter. When it comes to short
careers quite often comparisons are made with athletes or models and that is
understandable. The career of the model, soccer player or other type of athlete
is also short in duration. Nevertheless the position of a dancer in society is a
totally different one. Their status in society is not always considered very high.
That is probably the reason why dancers belong to the category of the lowest

paid professions.

One may wonder why dancers choose their profession? For sure it is not
because of its great financial rewards, it is also not because of a great
long—term career perspective. Even though a young dancer may be talented, that
is still not a guarantee that he or she will be able to find a job. Their position
on the labor market is vulnerable; there are many ambitious dancers and fewer

contracts. And the profession itself is prone to injuries.




Still lots of children, youngsters want to pursue a career in dance. Why? In
almost every case it is for the love of dance. Most dancers that | have spoken
to over the years did not choose to become a dancer but rather found
themselves in the profession. They started their training at a young age and got
addicted. Most dancers that | know are driven by emotional reasons, the
satisfaction that dance obviously gives, the possibilities to express oneself, being
involved in art and the physical challenge to master their own bodies. In short:
the motivation of most dancers is intrinsic. As a result being a dancer is more
of a lifestyle than a profession, it is a 24/7 occupation.Dancers identify
themselves strongly with their profession. The line between what a dancer does

professionally and who he or she is, is often very thin.

The decision to stop dancing therefore has an enormous impact because it
affects every aspect of the dancer’s life.
To terminate a dancing career means changes in:
* daily routine
* income/earning perspective
» future perspective
* position in society
Often this results in a feeling of loss, low self-esteem and sometimes even

crisis.

How stopping dancing is perceived by the individual dancer is often related to
the way the dance career is terminated. Some dancers are pushed out of the
profession as a result from injuries, lack of employment (or employment
perspective) or were fired. These dancers are very likely to have more difficulties
making the transition than those dancers who have been pulled out of the
profession. These are dancers who decided themselves that the time is ripe to
give a new direction to their lives.

For them it is still not an easy step, but in general these dancers are more likely
to overcome transition issues on an easier way.

The Retraining Program for Dancers in the Netherlands was established in 1986.
It was the result of a shared effort of the Dancer’s Union and the Employer’'s

cooperation. They had started a lobby long before 1986 with the Dutch Ministry

Ho
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of Culture. Finally it led to a donation of fl. 1.000.000 (app. 700.000.000
Korean Won) to start up a fund. Conditions to be met were that both the dance
companies as well as dancers should contribute to the fund to make sure it

would survive on the long run.

It was a deliberate choice to create a retraining program and not somekind of
an early retirement scheme i.e. an income provision. The main reason was that
it was realized that it would be difficult for dancers to pursue a second career
without further education and providing an income until the pension age was
financially not feasible and unwanted as well. That would be a waste of human

capital.

Due to the specific nature of the profession and the intensity of a dancing
career it is quite unlikely that a dancer who terminateshis career is able to find
another job without retraining. Dancers do acquire skills while dancing and,
although this experience is very helpful in many ways, it is very much related to
the dancing profession and therefore not very useful to find work outside the
dance sector. To create a perspective on the labor market additional

education/training is required.

The goal of the Retraining Program is to guide dancers from A —-Z through the
whole transition process. That process starts with creating awareness that a
dancing career is limited in time and continues until the moment that a dancer
re—enters the labor market. It is important to realize that this whole process

usually takes a couple of years.

Who can apply to the Omscholingsregeling?

The Omscholingsregeling makes no distinction between the various types of
dance or dancers. All professional dancers are welcome at the
Omscholingsregeling. It is an independent organization that provides customized

advice and counseling, and works on a confidential basis.

Starting points
*» Geared to custom—made support, made to measure facilities

* |[ndividual circumstances, wishes and needs are taken into account wherever
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possible.

So many dancers and so many wishes. The situation of each dancer is unique.
Some are happy with a short, practice—oriented course, some want to take on a
long—term course of study, now that it is possible, and others want to start up
their own business and combine it with a course or several courses. In assessing
someone’s plans for the future, the Omscholingsregeling takes as much account
as possible of their individual circumstances, ambitions and possibilities. That is
the principle of the board of the Omscholingsregeling. The program provides

customized solutions.

How
» Counseling services

* Financial support

Counseling services/careers advice

Careers advice is offered to all professional dancers at any time during their
career. Regardless of whether their career has just started or is nearing its end,
an individual dancer can make an appointment at any time with the
Omscholingsregeling careers advisor to discuss questions about his or her career.

There are no conditions or costs attached to this service.

Eligibility for financial support
In order to apply for financial support from the Omscholingsregeling, a dancer
must have paid a minimum number of premiums and have danced for a certain
number of years.
* To become eligible dancers must pay contributions during their dance career
* One contribution stands at 4% of the gross monthly salary
* 3% is paid by the employer
* 1% is paid by the dancer

Types of financial support
* Reimbursement of study costs
» Study and Income Allowance

* One off payment on moving abroad

CETHE R4 X AME] 2013 MEX|Y HERg40| MYHH OB E8 HATP
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Reimbursement of study costs
= £€10.000
= 48 contributions in five years

* Approved study plan

In order to be eligible for a refund of study costs, a dancer must have worked
for at least five years and paid a minimum of 48 premiums during those years.
They do not, therefore, have to be years in which full-time work was carried out.
If a dancer thinks it is possible to prepare for resettlement during their dancing
career already, they can apply to do so. In this case, an application can be
made for taking a course. The maximum amount that can be refunded in this
situation is €10.000.

Study costs include the cost of books, registration fees, materials and travel
expenses, etc. Sometimes, a course can involve costs that do not arise directly
from the course itself, but which can nevertheless be necessary; for example,
the purchase of special educational tools. In such cases, these costs can be

eligible for a refund to a maximum of 60%.

Study and Income Allowance
* Amount is related to one’s dancing career
* Reimbursement of study costs
* Allowance for subsistence
» 72 contributions in 10 years

= Approved study plan

Refund of study costs and costs for maintenance

A dancer who has worked for at least ten years and has paid a minimum of 72
premiums is eligible for a contribution towards the costs of maintenance, a
refund of study costs and/or a contribution towards the cost of setting up a

business.

A contribution to the costs of maintenance can take various forms. Most dancers

who end their career apply for Unemployment Benefit (WW). During this period, a
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gradually decreasing supplement to this benefit can be given by the
Omscholingsregeling.

A contribution to the costs of maintenance can also consist of a substitute
payment; for example when the unemployment benefit comes to an end. In this
case, of course, there must be a reason for giving a substitute payment. In
most cases, this sort of situation concerns dancers who are studying, and their
course of study lasts longer than their WW benefit. This substitute payment

usually amounts to 70% of the last—earned salary as a dancer.

Finances
» Structurally funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sciences
€ 601.250 annually
» Contributions dancers and companies
€ 350.000 annually

* To support app. 10 dancers per year

Transferable skills
= Ambitious
» Perfectionists
* Goal—oriented
* Disciplined
= Creative
» Sense of responsibility
= Perseverance
= Stress resistant
= Team spirit

* |Intelligent

The most frequently asked question:

What do dancers do after they stop dancing?

cab driver, computer scientist, masseur, physical therapist, lawyer, dolphin
trainer, helicopter pilot, dance teacher, real estate agent, graphic designer,
costume designer, public relations manager, hotel manager, translator,

photographer, journalist, actress, nurse, construction worker, shop owner,

L

Ho
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Gyrotonics instructor, choreographer, yoga teacher, fashion designer, midwife,
consultant in cultural affairs, website designer, makeup artist, psychologist, film
director, bed & breakfast, dance therapist, PhD in German Literature,
philosopher, digital film maker, Feldenkrais therapist, bicycle repair man, judge,
civil engineer, airline pilot, personal trainer, theatre science , environmental
studies, audio engineer, outdoor survival instructor, landscape architect, airline
pilot, marketer, counselor, software developer, Pilates instructor, video master, IT

specialist, nutrition and so on, and so forth.

Keywords
* The program is considered an important labor condition
* Embedded in the Collective Labor Agreement
» Shared interest between employers/dance companies and employees/unions!
= High success rate
» 2key elements: counseling services AND financial support
= Offers perspective to dancers
* Empowers dancers, makes them more independent
= May seem costly, but pays off in the end

* |s an important asset for the companies
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- 2E olak A7)0l wE ZA Ao} 200 FHF 53H(3.7%), 30t EHF 85%(5.9%), 30
of =tk 152H(10.5%), 30CH =Hb 223(15.5%), 40CH 3012H(20.9%), 50CH 275%

(19.1%), 60CH 84%H(5.8%), HMAo[Ct 269H(18.7%) = LtELLCE

TE HEE HlE FaEH|S
20tH =t 53 3.6% 3.7%
30cH =4t 85 5.8% 5.9%
30th =t 152 10.3% 10.5%
30cH =t 223 15.1% 15.5%
40tH 301 20.4% 20.9%
50cH 275 18.6% 19.1%
60cH 84 5.7% 5.8%
HAEfo|ch 269 18.2% 18.7%
A 1,442 97.7% | 100.0%
SESHK| b= 34 2.3% -
A 1,476 | 100.0% -
» 28 F ZE FH| {7
- 2E F Xz ZH| ofFo| w2 =A} Z3f OHcCh 485W(33.8%), otdch 952Y
(66.2%) 2 LIEHSC.
= sz | ug | Radg
Jch 485 32.9% | 33.8%
opch 952 64.5% | 66.2%
A 1,437 | 97.4% | 100.0%
SHESHK 2= 39 2.6% -
] 1,476 | 100.0% -
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olgkol| WE Z=AL Z1h,

2ol M) 80 (14.9%),
CHeh 2&0| §

10{A 24124 (44.9%),

UCH 566H(40.4%), SACH 834H(59.6%) =2

£ W | wig | Rasis
ACk 566 38.3% 40.4%
aict 834 56.5% 59.6%
Al 1,400 94.9% | 100.0%
SESHR 22 76 | 51% | -
A 1,476 100.0% -
- MR elgo| s 0|7
- M Qlgol U OlRO WE TAb AT, HELEF2M B0 HOIM(AEHOZ o
M| MA T} of 2194 11195(20.7%) 280l 4F2 LA 17

i =750| aloilAf 43H(8.0%),
Mol o &X s3o| SHAl 71H(13.2%), Z|EF 57H(10. 6%)§ LIEHECE.

= HIz H|S SHHEIE

%TZI;T OTEE ﬁ;lﬁ?lg ﬁm 80 12.9% 14.9%

HAZE of24 A 111 17.9% 20.7%

FE0l| 452 =AM 17 2.7% 3.2%

=Fof chst E&o| glojM 241 38.9% 44.9%

Holl F750| oM 43 6.9% 8.0%

ARlef ofleX s=2f oMl 71 11.5% 13.2%

7|Et 57 9.2% 10.6%

A 620 100.0% 115.5%
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|ekof| e

ZAL Z3h, of 892H(64.4%), ofH 2

T= L Hlg | 7288
o 892 | 60.4% | 64.4%
o2 493 | 33.4% | 35.6%
A 1,385 | 93.8% | 100.0%
SHSI| &5 91 6.2% -
2z 1,476 | 100.0% | -
- 28 HE 3 24 0%
- 98 25 3 24 ofRo| u}2 XA 23, Uk 800 (55.2%), FCH 650 (44.8%)2
2 Lefsict
2 v [ Hig [Ratis
Ac 800 | 54.2% | 55.2%
gict 650 | 44.0% | 44.8%
A 1,450 | 98.2% | 100.0%
SHS| = 26 1.8% -
2l 1,476 | 100.0% | -
- 22 37 B I
- A2 347t R4k vIEo| w2 =A} A3}, 1~23] 312(39.6%), 3~53| 297 (37.7%),
5~10% 108 (13.7%), 103] 04 70%(8.9%)22 LIEFIC.
7= Rl HIE | RREIE
1~23] 312 | 39.0% | 39.6%
3~53] 297 | 37.1% | 37.7%
5~103] 108 | 13.5% | 13.7%
103] 0|4 70 8.8% | 8.9%
H 787 | 98.4% | 100.0%
SEBIX| 22 13 1.6% -
2] 800 | 100.0% | -
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DANCERS CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER
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& 02) 720-6202 / Fax : 02) 720-6272
E-Mail : dcdc@dcdcenter.or.kr
Homepage : www.dcdcenter.or.kr

Blog: blog.naver.com/dcdc6202

Twitter : @Dancers_Job

Facebook : www.facebook.com/dcdcenter
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